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o5X1  Artillery Division in Bresi,

|l Priar %o 18 Yarch 1951, the hesdmuarters of tho artillory dimim\w\J
25X1 was located in the mo calléd New v

. .- parra ] TCE: 2 8 ‘ ‘ ; _

i 25)‘{ 1+ . Plmter  (fon), comsanding officer, aboub 50 yoars old; Junior Iieutenant Garai
SETO 0 (Enu), motor transport officer; and ldeutenant Varga (fnu), political officer, -
TLbo . about 40 years old. (1) : . '

1" 24 According to drivers from Komarom (P 48/Y 75) who were beuperarily detached to -
. tho division headquarters, the divisional components included a motorized mortar
ekl ‘artillery regiment in Komaron, a motoriged mortayr artillery regiment in Papa .
0 (P L8/Y 30), and two totorized mortar artillery bettalions in liskole (R L9/ 87)
|| g Salgotarjan (0 b9/ 18), (2) R '

'Eotzoriae“d Yortar Artillery Reginent, in Komarom,

- 3o In late September and early Octobor 1950, the motorized mortar artillery rogiment
in Komarow was activated by the independ mt moterized mortar artillery reginent in
+ Gyvengyoes (Q 4B/J 21) which was directly subordinate to the Dafense Ministey at
* that time and provided the cadres for threo now regivents, one of which remasined
-in Gyoangyoos, : , S ‘

] e Prior to 18 Yarch 1951, the regimem:l —\was located in the
e 2BX1 . 8o calied Now Barracks, situated on tne westorn perimeter of tuc city, adjoining
R  tho old Cavalry ariacks to the southwest and also reforred to as the Klapla
. Gyoerpy Barracks, Prior to 2L October 1950, the regiment consisted weraly of the
Tegimental headquarters and its individual sactions, On the arrival of the rest of
- the officers and about 250 recruits on 2} October 1950, the regiment had the
, .’E‘onm‘ving componants s : , . :
- Reglmental headquarters, Its persomnel included Captain Antat Stranchl, regimental
" Comander a'&;u% L0 years old, & former mine worker; Miklog Varadi, adjwant,

s aboub 30 years 0ld, an ew=NCO§ Senior Jieutenant Pal Farkas; obsorvation officery
Senior Lisutenant Denes Vegh, politicsl officor, a former weaver, transferrsd bo
Balatonboglar (Y LAV 70) in f‘ebxuary 1951; an operations officer; a personuel
officery Sergeant Pinter {rm) » whose former designation D~officer wWas converted
into counterintelligonce of{icer 1 March 1951; & billeting officers and
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Sergeant Gyula Paromsseki, cfficer in charge of classified material.,

Jear echslon, The rear echelon headquarters was comanded by Lieutenant
iH¥Tos Tenyvehasi, assisted by a.deputy who also was in charge of the
2lothing supply section, and a clerk. The motor transport sscticn of this
headquarters was headed by Junior Lieutenant Jozsef Gergelys; staffed

with one motor-vehicle muintenance NCC, an NCO in charge of fuel supply,

an vnidentified nunber of mechanics and 12 drivers; aml equipned with 17
eapon carriers, three Raba-Super vehicles, ons GAZ vehicle and one
motorcycle. The ordnance section, headed by Junior Lieutensmt Gyvergy
£ziklai, included an armorer-artificer, a shop foremsn, an NCO in charge

of ordnzacs and ammmition storage, and ten participants in a 1O~month
course for armover-artificers, The payroll section was headed by Junior
Ideutsnant Cedoen Loerentei, who was assisted by a deputy. The ration
supply szction was headed by Junior Lisutenant Jozsaf Szegvari and included
& deputy and four coocks, ihe clothing supply section included shoemakers and
tailors. The sigmal commnications section was headed by denior Lieutenant
Ymre Susan and included a deputy, an NCO and four I, The medical section
vas peaded by Major Sandor Kiss, ¥.D. There was also ono additional
headquarters commander,

igb Battalion, The battalion was corranded by Lieutenmt Bertalan (fmu),
and ¢ontTeted of the hesdquarters » including the battalion comander, the
adjuiant, the political officer and the first sergeant: and one baslery,
including 2 headquarters, one mortar platoon equip-od with four 120-ma
rortars, cne observation platoon, and one sipnals=corrmnications platoon,

&nd and 3rd Battalions, They were commanded by Senjor- Lieutenant Gyoergy
fgoes ard Senior Lisufenant Balkai (rm), respectively, and organized lilke
the Tirs: Battalion, (3)

The Negimontal hesdquarters battery, The battery consisted of a headguarters,
&n observation platoon, and a signal commnication platoon. In this T/0,

the reginent numbered 21 officers, 7 NCOs and 272 EY, The troops wore red
service color and branch insignia of thiee balls topoed by two crossed ran
harrels,

Aecording o the 1/0 as of 18 Harch 1951, the regiment was one of the
category B units, each batialion of which had one battery only, The regiment
was expecied to be comverted into a category A unit and to be brought up to
strength in October 1951, In this case the regiment was to retain direct
control of the motor-vehicle repair shop only, and the motor vehicles
assigned to the regiment at headquarters in larch were to be distributed to
the individual battalions, Source knew that category C regiments also existed,
In Februory 1951, the regiment had to detach 27 drivers to the liskole motor

- Sransport traiming center, According to the armorer-artificer, the regimcent

was to be equipned with 40O mors mortars, in addition to the 12 then available.

Oa 1 larch 1951, about 300 mon of tho 1915 through 1922 classes were apsifmed
%o the regiment, The troops, the w2 jority of whom had comlmi experience, were
billeted in the former Zire (P L8/% 60) abbey, which also served as billets

for reservists of units of other hranches, The troops werc t9 be trained by a

training group detached to Zire from the regiment in Komarom,

Alithough a1l soldiers of the reginent had becn equipped with Soviet model
11487 62tm rifles in September 1950, ths reginent was supplied, in February
105L, with lhngarian-made viflos stamped with the muber 1950 as year of -
monufacture and differing from the Sovist-sade ones only by the Hungarian cosz'
of arms replacing the hamer - and - sickle emblem, Officers and NCOs were
armed with both Hungarian-made and Soviet-made pistols, the ungarian pistol
differing from the Soviet one only by the arrangement of the ramer installed
in a guide below the barrel, Only the babtalions were equipped with a very
Limited mmber of Sovietwmade sutmachine guns with drum magazines. These
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units hiad 12C-mn mortars which were mouuted on single-axle carbs with
rubber tires and towed by motor wehicles, (L)

¢, Basic training took place from 2l October to 24 Decerber 1950, Training
at batiery level was started at the end of Decembor and still cortinued
on 18 iarch 1951, Two~lay exercises with the entire regiment participating
were 1eld six or seven times. From 3 to 9 February 1951, maneuvers, in
which ulso troops of infantry, btank ard artillery wnita teck nart, wera
held around Kiskoeroes (Y 6/ 52) with all the participating units being
equippod with light infentry weapons only. No action took place during the
day. Ghanges of position, motor iransporis, ami ration distribution all
took place at night. According to the motor transport officer, swmner
manouvars required that the regiment be transferred to Tamasi (Y 5/B 29)
ir the spring of 1951 for six months, During the training period starting
in Qetober and still continued on 18 March 1951, only one rocord prachice
with rifles was held. No record firing with mordars had been held prior
to that daie,

%. The food issued to the EM was poorly prepered and insufficient; the daily
ration allowance being as low as 6 Forints per head, However, the tieals
in the officerst mess, whers officers and NCOs both dined, wore good, the
mess was operated by civilians, and inclwled tremen cocks and waitresues,

10, Discipline in the officers' corps was poor, Oificers and NOCs were
forbidien Lo carry pistols while off duty, as a result of several shootings
which bad ocowrred in restaurants, When the regiment was activated in the
£21l of 1950, officors and NCOs were told that they formed one social
class snd had to call ono another "thou" and to cooporate as close friends
in building up the army, NCOs participated in the officers' meotings.
Actually, however, the NCUs enly took part in the first officors? meeting.
The intimte addressing privilege was gradvally abolished by the officers,
Since aumerous officers had been appointed merely on the grounds of their
politlcal raliability, officers and enlisted speclalists fraquently nad
violent disagrsements due to technical differences in opiniony resulting
in a deterioration of discipline. In an effort o Imgrove discipline
officers of the Defense Ministry chocked the urite frequently and cccasion—
ally stayed for a whole week. Ofticors whose wnits repcatedly displayed
either bad diseipline or an insufficient state of training were replaced,
being reduced in rank by one or two grades simltaneously, The names of
those officers reduced in rank were published in the Hungardian Armed Forces
gazetie.

ils A tectnical unit and a light AR batiery were also locaied in the Klapka
Gyoergy Barracks in Komarom, the leador of the technical unit being in
charge of the barracks installation, (5)

25X1A . Somments,

{1) This i3 the first report on the artillory division in Drosi,
25X1A {2) Provious resorts stated that artillery units were located in K

. and M scolca! N
25X1A 3) A previous rév mentioned one Laptain Balkai (fhu) as the cormandine
o551A foier '* Battalion of the artillery reginont in Papa, |:|

’
&

th) Tt is believed that the mortars were 120-mm Sovict models.

25X1A f5’j An AAS unit has bge,ln observed in Komarem since February 1951, I:l
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